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7. Fire Safety in High Rise Tower Blocks
It was RESOLVED that:

0] A £10million increase to the Council’s 2017/2018 Capital Programme, in
order to meet the cost of enhancing the fire safety measures in the Council’s
housing stock, be agreed;

(i) The Council’s Chief Executive be asked to write to the Government as a
matter of urgency to request that the Government provide direct financial
support to meet the costs that will be incurred;

(i)  The Council’s Chief Executive be asked to write to the Government as a
matter of urgency to request that the Government urgently consider
revocation of the permitted development rights for office to residential
conversions, in order to ensure that such proposals go through the proper
planning process to enable full consideration of all relevant planning
considerations;

(iv) It be noted that a report which proposed an outline programme of works
would be taken to the Council’s Cabinet meeting on 24 July 2017;

(V) It be noted that a report with a fully itemised and costed programme of work
would be prepared for Cabinet consideration and approval by October 2017,
and that its implementation would be monitored by the Housing Scrutiny
Committee;

(vi)  The Council's Strategic Director of Community Wellbeing be asked to write
to Registered Providers in the borough to request that they keep the Council
updated as to the status of their Fire Risk Assessments for the high risk
tower blocks that they were responsible for within the borough;

(vii)  The Council’'s Chief Executive be asked to write to the Government as a
matter of urgency to request that the Government review the use of building
control teams from the private sector and other Councils to inspect buildings
for the purposes of building control approval, which can mean a total lack of
oversight by the relevant local authority inspectors of the fire risk level in
some privately owned high rise blocks; and

(viii) The Council’s Chief Executive be asked to write to the Government as a
matter of urgency to request that the Government address whether licensing
laws for landlords in the private sector are stringent enough to ensure that all
dwellings are fit for human habitation.
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